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60th Anniversary of the Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising
This year, 2003, the Holocaust
Remembrance Day marks the
60th anniversary of the Warsaw
Ghetto uprising. As early as
August 1942, German plans to
exterminate all Jews in the territories under their control were
known and communicated to the
Allied powers. During the summer of 1942 alone, some 300,000
Jews had been deported from the
Warsaw ghetto to their deaths.
This was also the period when
German cities were being bombed
day and night by British and
American planes; Von Paulus had
surrendered at Stalingrad, and
Rommel’s forces had been defeated at El Alamein, inspiring
Churchill’s statement that this
was not the end, nor even the
beginning of the end, but it was
“the end of the beginning.” An
Allied victory over the Axis forces

was certain. Even so, the Nazi
program for the elimination of all
Jews continued to be implemented unhindered by any Allied
intervention.
Israeli Arabs and Jews Visit
Auschwitz Together
In May 2003, a group of some
150 prominent Israeli Arabs and
an equal number of Jews from
Israel journeyed to Poland and
visited the Auschwitz-Birkenau
concentration camp. Joined by
some 200 French Arabs and Jews,
this is the largest group of Arabs
ever to have visited the camp.
With renewed violence since the
end of 2000 continuing, one of
the organizers of the trip said the
aim was to unite with the Jewish
people in their history and suffering and to feel “the pain of the
other side.” In preparation, the
Arab participants attended a seminar at Yad Vashem, which ended

with an address by a Holocaust
survivor, a study meeting in the
Ghetto
Fighters’
House
Holocaust Museum, and two
weekend seminars with their
Jewish colleagues.
Annual March of the Living
The President of Israel, Moshe
Katsav led 3,000 Jews from
around the world in the annual
March of the Living at the
Auschwitz-Birkenau
complex
where 1,613,455 human beings,
1,433,405 of them Jews, were
sent between 1940 and 1945.
Almost one-and-a-half million
(1,471,595 of whom 1,352,980
were Jews) were murdered there
(according to the Centre de
Documentation Juive Contemporaine in Paris). Polish President
Alexsander Kwasniweski also
attended and said that Poland was
obliged to keep alive the memory
of the Holocaust as a warning for
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future generations. Norman
Fradman, now 72, whose mother
and sister were killed at Majdanek
in eastern Poland, also took part
in the march. He said that he had
never spoken about the Shoah
until 1988. As he grew older, the
memories weighed more and
more heavily on his mind to the
extent that he now travels around
Florida talking to students about
his experiences.
Megillat HaShoah–The Shoah
Scroll
The Schechter Institute of
Jewish Studies in Jerusalem has
published the first liturgical text
designed to commemorate the
Holocaust. The text, Megillat
HaShoah (the Shoah Scroll) took
four years to complete. It is written in Hebrew and English and is
intended to enhance the commemoration of the day. With
those who lived through the years

of the Shoah aging and becoming
fewer in number, and Holocaust
deniers becoming more numerous, it is becoming ever more
important that the text be available to all.
Yad Vashem Anniversary
This year also marks the 50th
anniversary of the founding of
Yad Vashem, the Holocaust
Martyrs’
and
Heroes’
Remembrance Authority. To
mark its Jubilee year, the museum
is constructing a new complex
expected to open in September
2004. Defense Minister Shaul
Mofaz opened a walkway linking
Mount Herzl Military Cemetery
and Yad Vashem on April 27. The
museum is also compiling a list of
the names of victims of the
Holocaust that will be available
worldwide on the Internet. Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon read the
names of Jewish children from

pre-state Palestine who were
trapped while they were on visits
to Europe and died in extermination camps and ghettos.
Remembrance day is not only for
those who died, for the heroes of
war and for those who believed in
a better future, it is also a day to
remember the God-given dignity
of humanity, created in His
image. In the plaza fronting the
Western Wall in Jerusalem are six
torches, each with a letter spelling
out
the
Hebrew
word
YIZKOR–Remember.

“The one who does not remember history
is bound to live through it again.”
(George Santayana)
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